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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Lowell’s Boat Shop

Other Name/Site Number: Hiram Lowell and Sons

|
2. LOCATION

Street & Number: 459 Main Street
City/Town: Amesbury

State: Massachusetts

|
3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property
Private: X
Public-Local:
Public-State:
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

County: Essex

Not for publication:__
Vicinity:__

Code: 009 Zip Code: 0913

Category of Property
Building(s): X _
District:

Site:

Structure;

Object:

Noncontributing
__buildings
___dSites

___ structures
___objects
___Totd

Number of Contributing Resources Previoudly Listed in the National Register: 2

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A
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|
4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify
that this___nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, theproperty ~ meets _ does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

|
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is:

____ Entered in the National Register

____ Determined eligible for the National Register
____ Determined not eligible for the National Register
____ Removed from the National Register

____ Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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|
6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Industry Sub:  Manufacturing Facility
Current: Industry Sub:  Manufacturing Facility
|

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: Early Republic: Federal
Materias:

Foundation:  stone and wood

Walls: wood-weatherboard
Roof: wood/asphalt
Other:

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

Lowel | "s Boat Shop, a circa 1793 busi ness owned and operated

since 1976 by MalcolmJ. and Marjorie QOdell, stands on the banks
of the Merrimack River on lots 42 and 43 in the town of Anmesbury,
Massachusetts. The shop's address is 459 Main Street, adjacent

to the intersection of Main Street and dark's Road, in the
m ddl e of a residential neighborhood that dates fromthe | ate

18th and early 19th centuries. The shop stands on a 1/3-acre | ot
that abruptly slopes to the river bank; the 2-1/2-story shop is
set against the slope, with the first floor at river |evel and

the second floor at street level. [1] The shop consists of a

series of gable-front, barn-type buildings that incorporate the
original building, dating to circa 1793, an 1806-built shop noved
to the site in 1860, an 1860 addition to the 1793 shop, and two

1946 additi ons.
SI MEON LOVELL' S ORI G NAL BQAT SHOP (1793)
The original shop, built by Sineon Lowell in or around 1793,

on a fieldstone foundation and is a rectangular wood franme
structure 25 by 55 feet in area. Al the wood visible in the

shop's construction is native pine. The shop's two stories are

divided into a first floor forner paint shop, now used for

storage, the second floor boat shop, and a half-story loft used

for drying the tinber to build the boats. The building is franmed
W th post and beans that are reinforced with diagonal trusses on
the second floor and ship's knees on the first floor. The beans
t hat support the second floor are deck beans, placed so that the
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characteristic curve that gives a deck canber is upside down.

The knees and deck beans are probably unused ship parts and
reinforce local tradition that Simeon Lowell was first a

shi pbui | der before turning his hand to small craft. There are no
interior posts in the md-floor areas; the knees and deck beans
provi de adequate support for the first and second floors, and
iron tie rods support the half-story Ioft and roof. [2]

The shop is sided with clapboards on the street el evation,
painted white, interrupted by a pair of double doors. A loft
door above the double doors has a fixed beam fitted with bl ock
and tackle, used to stowtinber in the loft. The other

el evations of the shop are covered with wood shingles. The

w ndows are doubl e- hung wood sashes, six over six, with plain
surrounds. The gable roof is shingled; there are two brick
chimeys. I n 1860, increased business |led to an expansion of the
shop. The original shop, a five-bay structure then 25 by 45 feet
in area, was |lengthened by a riverside addition of a ten-foot
bay; this bay is now sheathed with asphalt shingles.

The interior of the shop is unpainted and |lined with work
benches. The second floor is the boat building area and is taken
up with three boat beds. After the bottom of the boats are
built, the transom and stemare added. Called a "skillet," this
assenbly is nounted, upside down, on the bed, where the bottomis
bevel ed to match the garboard' s slope. The stens of the boats
are lined up with the corner of a house across the street, a
practice of the shop that dates back as far as anyone can
remenber. The shop was descri bed by one of the owners in 1985.
As was the case in both 1793 and today, "far from being a warm
environnment in which to work, Lowell's Shop is heated with a
woodst ove and wood furnace which are started each norning. There
is no insulation, few stormw ndows, and at tinmes during w nter
it is alnost inpossible to work for the first hour or so in the
norning. Tools are warnmed by the stove and the tenperature
stands at 50-55 degrees." [3]

A truss on this floor that supports the third (loft) floor is
stanped with dates and boat production figures. The earliest
date is 1897, when 1,915 boats were built. The |ast date is
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1920, when 769 boats were built. For the year 1901, the
production figure is an illegible "1---" indicating that at | east
1,000 boats were built that year. The total production figures
stanped on the truss, not counting 1901, cone to 32,524 boats,
with the peak years being 1911 (2,029 boats); 1906 (1, 753 boats);
and 1905 (1,724 boats). The first, or ground floor, was
originally used for painting. A six-to-eight-inch thick |ayer of
paint coats the floor and lines the walls fromsplatters. This
floor is now used for storage, particularly of oak planks, which
require a dark, cool place to cure. The third floor, or the
loft, is an open half-story used to store and dry pine.

TRUE' S BOAT SHOP (1806), ADDED 1860

At the sane time, another boat shop, reportedly built in 1806 by
a defunct conpetitor, the Trues, was noved on site next to the
Lowel | shop. Placed four feet apart, each shop had nmuch of their
adj oining sidewalls renmoved, the intervening space was roof ed
over, and the gap filled with stairwells that lead to the | oft
above and the first floor below. A small, one-hole indoor privy,
known in the shop as "the head,"” in nautical manner, was built at
the river end of the space. The Trues' shop building is a 25-by
40-f oot structure wth six 8-foot, 4-inch bays. The Trues shop
building, like the original Lowell shop, has a single sliding

| oft door flanked by two 6/6 attic wi ndows, with four wooden sash
wi ndows, 6/6, on the street facade. [4]

The interior of this shop, now another roomin the |arger shop
bui l ding, is unfinished and houses many of the power tools used
by the boat builders. Anmong the nore notable "nodern"” power
tools is a bandsaw that apparently dates to before 1892. The
first floor belowis used for oak plank storage; the loft floor
above is al so enployed for storage, particularly wood shavi ngs,
which are kept in a bin and distributed, free of charge, to |ocal
farmers for their animals to bed in.

RALPH LOVELL' S SHONROCOM AND CFFI CE (1946)

In 1946, two additions were nade to the shop by Ral ph Lowel |, the
last fam |y nenber to own the business, in anticipation of
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i ncreased business. A single-story, wood frame showoom 32 by 36
feet in plan, was built at the end of the shop, on the "upstream
end."” This showoomwas converted into a paintshop at a | ater
date. Another addition, to the downstream end, added a singl e-
story, wood franme office, 20 by 18 feet in plan. The sane year
Lowel | repainted the exterior white, the first departure fromthe
original dory brown. [5] The additions are generally harnonious
with the earlier construction and structurally relate the story
of a nearly 200-year-old business's gradual increase in
production and fortune through the end of the Second Wirld War.

THE BOATS OF LOWELL'S BOAT SHOP

The first boats built by Simeon Lowell in his shop were
"wherries," a small, flat-bottomed rowboat. Fromthese craft and
t he bateaux (a flat-bottonmed, doubl e-ended, chine-built smal
boat) that gained fame because of its wi de use during the French
and I ndian Wars, the general "dory" type of boat was presunably
devel oped by Sineon Lowell and other boatbuilders. The original
Lowel I "s "Swanpscott surf dory," generally credited as being the
first product of the shop, dating to 1793, if not earlier,
continues in production. A later, and truer form of the dory,
whi ch devel oped in the early 19th century, was known as the
Banks, or d oucester Dory. This flat-bottomed, straight-sided

| apstrake craft is still built at the shop. Lowell's boat shop
al so devel oped the dory-skiff, or Amesbury skiff, a |apstrake
craft with square stern and rounded sides, which continues in
producti on.

Lowell"s also builds sailing dories, a sport dory with a speci al
support and well for an outboard, |apstrake tenders and prans,
dory-skiff hulled sail boats, flat-bottonmed rowboats, Merrinmack
row ng skiffs and Salisbury Point row ng skiffs, devel oped by the
shop in the 1860s for the new sport of recreational rowing. A
variation of this boat, known as the Lowell Atlantic, is built by
the shop for open-ocean rowing. Lowell's catal og states,
"al t hough the dom nant construction is New Engl and white pine and
oak frames with hot-di p gal vani zed fastenings, resin bondi ng and
mahogany pl anks as well as plywood with bronze and copper
fastenings on oak franes are also frequently used....Because we
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produce a line of stock boats, handbuilt of wood, we are able to

nodi fy themto suit the owner's individual requirenments. In
addition...we produce customdories and skiffs....Repairs and
alterations...are services we offer on a limted basis." [6]
NOTES

'Amesbury Assessor's Map, Sheet 32.

‘Betsy Friedberg and Peter H Stott, "National Register of

Hi storic Places Inventory/Nom nation Form Lowell's Boat Shop,
Amesbury, Massachusetts.” (1988) The 1793 date for the shop is
based on Sineon Lowell's purchase of the property on which the
shop stands, with "dwelling house barn workhouse and wharfe," in
that year. See Marjorie R (Cdell, "Lowell's Boat Shop: A

Hi storical Perspective,” (1985), p. 2.

‘Cdel |, Op.cit, p. 4.
‘Fri edberg and Stott, Op.cit.
°lbid and Odell, Op.cit, p. 6

°Lowel | 's Boat Shop, Catal og of boats, (n.d.)
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|
8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
Nationally: X Statewide:_ Locally:__

Applicable National

Register Criteria: AXBXCXD_

Criteria Considerations

(Exceptions): A B C D E F G __
NHL Criteria: 1,24

NHL Theme(s): [l. Expressing Cultural Vaues

6. Popular and traditional culture

V. Devel oping the American Economy
1. Extraction and Production
2. Distribution and Consumption
3. Transportation and Communication

VI.  Expanding Science and Technology
2. Technological applications

Areas of Significance: Maritime
Industry

Period(s) of Significance: 1793-1940
1793-1940

Significant Dates: 1793, 1860

Significant Person(s): Simon Lowell

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: Simon Lowell

Historic Contexts: X11-A-2: Business, Manufacturing Organizations, Transportation
Equipment

X1I-L: Business: Shipping and Transportation
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of
Significance Noted Above.

Lowel | ' s Boat Shop, established by Sinmeon Lowell in 1793, is the
ol dest, continually operating boat shop in the United States.
Cenerally credited as the designer and builder of the typical
American dory, Sineon Lowell and his descendants built this
craft, as well as other boats, on the banks of the Merrimck

Ri ver until 1976, when the shop was purchased by the present
owner, who continues the tradition. The dory, arguably the nost
famous Anerican small craft, was the typical Anmerican fishing
boat for inshore and offshore fisheries throughout the 19th
century and well into the md-20th century, and influenced the
design of sone fishing vessels that were built with greater deck
area to acconodate stacks of these boats. The dory was al so the
first type of Anerican small boat to be mass-produced on a snal
scale. Dories have been built at Lowell's, at the sanme site, in
t he sane building, for one hundred and ni nety-six years.

The preceding statenent of significance is based on the nore
detailed statenents that foll ow.
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THE AMERI CAN DORY

The origins of the dory are found in the North American
adaptati on of doubl e-ended, flat-bottonmed small craft in Europe.
In particular, the bateaux, a doubl e-ended, hard-chine, flat-
bott oned boat used by French settlers along the St. Law ence and
the Great Lakes, was an adaptation of Medieval craft in turn
devel oped from |l og canoes. The bateaux were used in St. Law ence
fisheries and were adopted by English colonists for river and

| ake navigation, to the greatest extent during the French and

| ndi an Wars. Large nunbers of bateaux and | arger bateaux-hulled
sailers, such as the Revolutionary War "gondol os" of Lake

Chanpl ain, were built through the 19th century. G adually,

t hough, a specific formof boat was devel oped for fishing that
was known as the "doree" or dory. Howard |I. Chapelle, dean of
Aneri can boat-building historians, credits the bateaux as the
probabl e ancestor of the dory, as does John Gardner, em nent dory
hi storian, who notes the devel opnment of the dory simultaneously
fromthe "wherry," a Colonial flat-bottonmed row ng workboat. [1]

During the French and Indian Wars, a |arge nunber of boat

buil ders from Massachusetts' north shore worked on the | akes
bui | di ng bat eaux and whal eboats; a | arge nunber al so worked at
this trade during the Revolutionary War buil ding the sanme boats
during the Revolution "in the greatest boatbuil ding operation
Anmerica had then seen.” [2] The nodels of these boats, as well
as new ideas for their use, undoubtedly canme hone with these nen
after the war, particularly to the shores of the Merrimack River,
where the Anmerican dory type was devel oped and first built.

Si meon Lowel |, whose ol der brother and cousins had worked on the
bat eaux of Lake Chanplain, as well as other |ocal boatbuil ders,

t ook these experiences and devel oped the |ineal ancestor of the
dory. As John Gardner expl ains:

It is probable that the knuckles were taken out of
the sides of the flat-bottomed but sem -rounded
wherry to produce a straight, uniformside flare
runni ng back to the stern. To replace the
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wherry's smal lish, high-tucked transom..a narrow,
straight-sided, V-shaped plank was substituted,

whi ch when raked steeply aft...produced in effect
a doubl e-ended boat such a boat woul d have been
much easi er and cheaper to build than the round-
sided wherry; in addition it would be adm rably
suited to nmass production out of the native white
pi ne and oak | unber then abundant in the Merrimack
VaIIeK....me may assune that this, in substance,
was the breakthrough that yielded the...dory. [3]

Fromits apparent |ate-18th century introduction, the dory
eventual |y developed into its classic formby the m d-19th
century; until by 1850, it can be asserted that there were only
"dory-type" boats. The devel opnent of d oucester as the |eading
fishing port in the world after 1850 led to the need for |arge
nunbers of small craft enpl oyed by larger fishing vessels off the
Grand Banks of Newfoundl and, trawling with handlines for fish.
The "fisherman's" or Banks dory, built at that time for this
purpose, was a refinenment of the "dory-type" boats built by

Si meon Lowel | and ot hers.

The Banks dories built for the trade were "so well known and so
conmon a_tYPe" t hat they were enpl oyed al ongshore for fishing and
in time influenced the design of later fishing schooners that
were built to accomobdate | arge nunbers of dories.

This class of dory originally becanme popul ar
because it could be lightly, but strongly, built,
whi ch made hoisting it in and out of a vessel an
easy matter. Also, the dory was so forned that,
by the sinple renoval of the thwarts, a nunber of
t hese boats could be nested and thus carried in a
smal | space. The dory, although a flat-bottoned
boat, was seaworthy, particularly when | oaded, and
rowed quite easily. [4]

The Banks dory was gradually standardi zed into five basic sizes
(by length of the bottom) by the 1870s and 80s--the 12-, 13-,
14-, 15-, and 16-foot dories. [5] The Banks dory, whatever its
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si ze, becane perhaps the best-known Anerican small craft, in

| arge part probably because of the significance of the fisheries
that it served, particularly the d oucester fishernen, who

enpl oyed t housands of these boats as standard equi pnent on their
schooners. "Al nost everyone knows the fisherman's dory, that is
to say the Bank dory. This distinctive boat-type is easily
recogni zed, with its crescent sheer, straight, flaring sides,
narrow "tonbstone" stern, and conparatively narrow, flat bottom"
[6] The boats were the staple of the industry. In the 1850s,
handl i ning fromthe decks of the fishing schooners began to be
repl aced by handlining fromdories deployed away fromthe
vessels. In 1859, the Barnstable Patriot reported that the use
of dories was "quite general anong the G and Bank fi shernen.
Codfish wll take a hook froma dory while they will not notice a
hook from a vessel anchored wthin a rod of the boat." [7]

Wil e dories were built in various configurations for uses other
t han Banks fishing, including use as surfboats, outboard fishing
boats, and sailing recreational craft, the basic formremained
constant. The center for dory production was Essex County,
Massachusetts, though the boats were built up and down the
eastern seaboard from New York to Maine. Wile a "generic" boat
constructed individually as a part-tinme, occasional occupation or
for individual use, dories were for the nost part built in |arge
nunbers by boat shops; the center again being in Essex County, on
the shores of the Merrimack River. Fromthere, dories were

shi pped to every fishery in the United States and around the
wor |l d; dories were used on the Banks, off Cape Cod, in the Gulf,
and along the Pacific Coast, particularly in the Pacific

Nort hwest and the Al askan fisheries, where the [ast Anerican
sailing vessel to work conmmercially, C. A Thayer (now a Nationa
Hi storic Landmark) enployed this type of boat to fish for cod

t hrough the 1950s. Now replaced by new nmet hods of fishing, the
dory is built for the nost part in its other configurations for
al ongshore notor fishing and for recreational uses.

LONELL" S BOAT SHOP

The Merrimack River on Massachusetts' north shore has been a
center of shipbuilding and boatbuil ding since the md-17th
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century. Beginning with the 18th century the center of

shi pbuil ding on the river began to shift from Newbury to
Sal i sbury and Anmesbury, neighboring towns on the north bank of
the river. 1n 1713, G deon Lowell, a shipbuilder from Newbury,
rel ocated to Salisbury Point. By md-century, a |arge nunber of
Lowel I's were engaged in shipbuilding and boatbuilding in
Amesbury, and during the French and | ndian Wars, an ol der brother
and several cousins of Sineon Lowell, the son of Stephen Lowel |
(1703-1776) and G deon's nephew, served with other Merrimack

Ri ver Vall ey nen buil di ng bateaux and ot her boats on Lake

Chanpl ain. Sineon Lowell, the founder of Lowell's Boat Shop,
was, according to famly tradition, a shipbuilder with seagoi ng
experience. In 1793, Sinmeon purchased a 3/4-acre plot of land in

Amesbury, "be it nore or less,” with a "dwelling house barn

wor khouse and wharfe.” [8] There Sinmeon Lowell built his shop
and comrenced the construction of wherries. Sineon Lowell's boat
is credited by local tradition as being the first true North
Anerican dory, though it was nore |ikely a product of gradual
evol ution anong the boatbuilding comunity in which Sineon Lowell
was a | eadi ng nenber.

Tradition usually is not conpletely wong. The
likely kernel of truth in this instance is that
sonme nodi fications in the formand construction
of flat-bottonmed col onial wherries probably did
take place at the nmouth of the Merrimack at the
outset of the nineteenth century. And it is

whol Iy natural that Sinmeon Lowell, as proprietor
of the | eadi ng boatshop and a successf ul

busi nessman, shoul d have been accorded the credit
by |l ocal annalists. [9]

Local tradition records that the first fisherman to purchase a
boat from Sinmeon Lowell was Janmes Phillips of Swanpscott, who
purchased Lowel|'s flat-bottoned "wherries” to row his catch
ashore through the surf fromhis fishing vessels offshore. These
"Swanpscott dories,” the first product of Lowell's, were not true
dories, representing instead "in resenblance and histori cal
connection...the round-sided colonial wherry.... " [10] Lowell
built increasing nunbers of these vessels through the first
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decades of the 19th century as the New Engl and fishing industry
grew. After 1830, the year of Sineon's death, when the Banks
fishery began to be worked in earnest, the Swanpscott dory began
to be replaced with the first true dories, the product of
Lowel | "s and ot her boat shops on the shores of the Merri mack.
After 1850, (sone historians claimaround 1858) the Banks dory,
the so-called "fisherman's dory,"” began to be produced in these
shops. [In January 1857, a |ocal newspaper noted "quite a nunber
of ship carpenters at Salisbury Point are building wherries
(dories, invented there) of which they turn out about ten a week
A very profitabl e business."” [11]

The nunber of boats required increased dramatically as fishing
turned to the dory nethod, and Lowell's, |ike other boat

buil ders, responded. In 1805, Sineon took in his son Benjamn
(1777-1848) as a partner. After Sinmeon's death, Benjamn in turn
took in his son, Hram (1814-1897). H ramLowell reportedly
redesi gned the shop's wherry, straightening the sides and
flattening the shape of the boat so that they were not only
sinpler to build but stacked one in another, making stowage of

| ar ge nunbers on deck possible, thus benefitting the fishernen.
Not surprisingly, under H ram Lowel |l the shop prospered, perhaps
due to Hramand to the change in the Banks fishery that Lowell's
Boat Shop had responded to. In 1850, Hiram Lowell produced 50
boats a year and enployed a single boatbuilder. By 1855, the
busi ness had booned; Lowell, along with his fellow eight
boat bui | ders in Salisbury, enployed 18 nmen and produced 589 boats
a year. By 1860, the business was doing well enough for ten boat
buil ders to enpl oy 47 men and produce nore than 1, 760 boats.

H ram Lowel|l did well enough to purchase the boat shop of a
conpetitor, the True fam |y, and nove it across the river next to
his grandfather's shop to expand the operation. [12]

In 1880, special census investigator Henry Hall described the
shop and its operation, which at that tinme was produci ng nore
than 500 dories a year; at that tinme 8,026 dories were built in
the United States, 2,851 in Essex County, primarily at Salisbury
Poi nt :
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The business in the shop is organized in a way
not seen in any other branches of boat-buil ding,
except in the few establishnments (not exceedi ng
twenty in the whol e country) where ship's boats
are built on a large scale. Each nan has a
special task to perform as the getting out the
boards for the floor, the planks for the sides,
the frames, or other pieces, the fitting of the
several parts of the boats into place, or the

pai nting or finishing. Each one is paid by the
piece, and the result is seen in a degree of rush
and hurry in the |arge shops not noticed in other
branches of the art. The boats are built in
winter tinme, and the active work of the nen
serves to keep themwarmin spite of the rather
excessive ventilation of the barn-1like

bui | di ngs. [13]

The shop took the nanme "Hiram Lowel |, Boatbuilder, " later "H ram
Lowel | and Sons," the nane by which it was known until 1976,

about 1880. The busi ness passed to Frederick E. Lowell (1839-
1917), Hiram's son, in 1897, though by that tine the business was
run by Frederick's son, Frederick Austin Lowell (1862-1945). The
busi ness as a general rule passed fromthe hands of grandfather
to grandson, for exanple from Sineon to Hiram and fromHramto
Frederick Austin, and from Frederick Austin to his grandson,

Ral ph Lowel | (born 1920), son of Frederick's son, Walter Lowell
(1891-1933), and the last famly owner of the shop. [14]

The peak year of production was 1911 when 2,029 boats were built;
according to production figures stanped on the truss in the shop,
between Hiram s death and 1920, the year of Ral ph Lowell's birth,
t he shop produced at |east 33,524 boats, with nore than 1,500
boats a year built between 1903 and 1913. A d oucester fishing
schooner master, when asked his choice of dories, replied, "W
used Lowel|l dories. Wuldn't use anything else. |If you had a
Lowel | dory, you had the best." [15]

In addition to dories, H ramLowel |l also produced a gentleman's
row ng skiff, beginning in the 1860s, and expanded into a |line of
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recreational small craft as rowi ng caught on as a sport. The
U S. Life-Saving Service, and |l ater the Coast Guard, al so had
Lowell"s build nmany of their |ifeboats and surfboats. After
1913, the demand for dories began to decline; by 1942, fishing
fleets had switched to trawling with nets except in the Pacific
Nort hwest, where sal non and cod fishernmen continued to enpl oy
dories. Wartine production of dories for the Navy and Coast
GQuard sustained Lowell's, however, and Lowel|l's enpl oyed 15 nen
to produce an average of 25 dories a week. After the war, Ralph
Lowel | expanded the business, and continued to do well, despite
the end of dory fishing. Sunmer canps, public beaches on both
coasts, and the U S. Coast CGuard used Lowel|'s dories and ot her
craft for lifeboats, and in the 1950s the shop continued to
produce nore than a thousand boats a year.

As ot her shops closed, Lowell's remained in business. The
busi ness thrived because of the quality of the product. 1In 1961
Ral ph Lowel | expl ai ned:

A few years ago, the Coast Cuard people cane to
me and said that every tine it was in the

mar ket for dories, they told builders to copy a
"Hram Lowel | dory," but they didn't have pl ans
and specifications. So | drew up a set, and
what did the Coast Guard do but put it out for
conpetitive bidding and anot her buil der got the
contract. | was kicking nyself for giving away
our plans, but after the boats were delivered,

t he governnent condemmed them and we ended up
bui l di ng the dories anyway. [ 16]

Busi ness declined in the late 1950s wth the introduction of

al umi num and fi berglass boats. In 1960, the shop produced 800
boats; by 1975, the orders were down to 18 boats. In 1976, Ral ph
Lowel | sold the business to the present owner, M Jam eson "Jin
Qdel |, who "believed yachtsnmen and connoi sseurs would be in the
mar ket for these beautiful and proven craft.” [17] Interest in
wooden small craft was increasing; in 1975, WodenBoat nagazi ne
began publication. JimQdell was correct; the shop now buil ds
bet ween 30 and 60 boats a year, though the increasing nunber of
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i ndi vi dual wooden boat buil ders has hurt the business.

Lowel | 's Boat Shop, in its heydey one of several such operations
in the heart of the boat-building center of the United States,
and one of the, if not the (bowing to | ocal tradition)
originators of the nost fanmpbus of Anmerica's small craft, has

outl asted its conpetitors. The ol dest boat shop in the United
States, Lowell's remains in business, building the same boats, in
t he sane fashion, on the same spot, in the sane building, for
nearly two hundred years.

NOTES

'Howard 1. Chapelle, American Small Sailing Craft: Their Design,
Devel opnent, and Construction (New York: WW Norton & Conpany
1951), pp. 33-36, 85; and John Gardner, The Dory Book (Canden,
Mai ne: International Marine Publishing Conpany, 1978) , p. 25.

‘Gardner, Qp.cit, p. 29.

°1 bi d.

‘Chapelle, Op.cit, p. 86.

*Henry L. Hall, Report on the Ship-Building Industry of the
United States (Tenth Census) (Washington, D.C.: Covernnent
Printing Ofice, 1884)

‘Gardner, The Dory Book, p. 37.

‘Cited in Stan Grayson, "The O dest Boat Shop in the Country,"
Nautical Quarterly, XXXI (Autum 1985), p. 84.
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Per spective," (1985), p. 2.

‘Gardner, Op.cit, p. 29.

©pid, p. 33.
“"Cited in Robert K. Cheney, Maritine History of Merrinac:

Shi pbui I di ng (Newburyport, Mssachusetts: Newburyport Press,
Inc., 1964) p. 189.

“Betsy Friedberg and Peter H. Stott, "National Register of
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Amesbury, Massachusetts." (1988).

“Hal |, Report on the Ship-Building Industry of the United States,
p. 20.
“Qdel |, "Lowell's Boat Shop," p. 14.

“Cited in Grayson, "The O dest Boat Shop in the Country," p. 83.

Samuel T. WIlianmson, "The Lowel|s of Anesbury," Yankee Magazi ne
(Novenber 1961) p. 122.

“Qdel 1, Op.cit, p. 10.



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

Lowell’sBoat Shop Page 19

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

|
9. MAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

PLEASE SEE FOOTNOTES CITED IN TEXT.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

__ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
X Previoudly Listed in the National Register.

__Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.

__Designated a National Historic Landmark.

__Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #

__Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office

__ Other State Agency

__ Federa Agency

__ Loca Government

__University

X_Other (Specify Repository): MHC Inventory of Historic Assets #17

|
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: Lessthan one
UTM References: Zone Easting Northing

A 19 343550 4744850

Verbal Boundary Description:
See Assessor’s Map
Boundary Justification:

The boundary is the same that has been historically associated with the property since 1793 and is the same as
the National Register nomination’s.
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11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title:  James P. Delgado, Maritime Historian

Address:; National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013

Telephone:  (202) 343-9528

Date: January 8, 1990

DESIGNATED A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
June 21, 1990

The format of this nomination has been updated to reflect the current standard for
Nationa Historic Landmark nominations. Within Section 8, NHL criteriaand
theme(s) have been applied. For some nominations (prior to the adoption of a
separate NHL form), information on function or use — Section 6 — was added.
Otherwise no information in the nomination was altered, added or deleted.
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